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Dear WATVA Members,

This special edition of Trail Tales 
magazine is for one very specific topic, 
asking you to support our efforts to 
get our Safety Enhancement / Trail 
Ambassador program funding back 
in place. It’s now been more than a 
full year since our program dollars 
were removed from the state budget 
bill. Keep in mind these were our ATV 
dollars the veto removed, not general 
revenue tax dollars. In fact, we’ve 
been told the dollars allocated to our 
program are still in the ATV account, 
we just need to get state lawmakers 
to pass the legislative fix and the 
governor to sign it so authorization 
is restored to put the resources back 
where they belong. 

Now that we have a plan in motion, 
we need asking our members and 
advocates to take action! Simply 
stated, we need your help to flex our 
muscles showcasing our collective 
clout as an organization. Assessing 
what transpired last year while 
exploring different options to fix the 
problem was painstakingly slow. Now 
that we have a plan moving forward, 
we need your assistance to help the 
leadership team implement it. As a 
large group of ATV & UTV enthusiasts, 
we need our voices to be heard loud 
and clear. Keep in mind, all 99 state 
representatives and a third of our 
33 state senators are up for election 
this November. Besides voicing your 
support for our upcoming bill to state 
lawmakers currently in office and 
running for re-election, take time 
to find out what other candidate’s 
positions are related to ATV and 
UTVs in general. Do they generally 
support our recreational sport and 
this powerhouse industry we are an 
integral part of or are they generally 
negative about our passion? As an 

avid ATV & UTV community, we 
encourage you to help support the 
candidates that support our sport. 
Either help get your current state 
lawmaker back in office or if you 
discover they do not generally support 
the topics most important to you, 
work to get an alternate candidate 
in place if you’ve discussed our 
sport with them and they if they are 
supportive. 
       
Over the past year I’ve heard from 
many members and friends asking 
what you could do to help us restore 
our main source of program funding. 
Our leadership team needed time 
to work some through possible 
alternative solutions so we asked for 
your patience while we researched 
a broad variation of possibilities, 
arranged a number of meetings with 
different contacts down in Madison 
and generally tried to negotiate 
an outcome that worked to our 
strengths. We’ve now come up with 
the solution, deciding with our ATV 
UTV champion state lawmaker, 
Representative Mary Czaja <Assembly 
District 35 R- Irma> this is the way to 
move forward. Ultimately we came 
to the conclusion the only solution 
was a new legislative approach. 
Representative Mary Czaja, with our 
input, has now pulled it together 
in the form of a draft bill. This draft 
allows us to start the long and tedious 
process of making additional changes 
and updates to the future bill as 
we work through the minutia with 
legislative leaders down in Madison, 
with the ultimate goal of making sure 
this won’t happen again. 

As with most tough challenges, the 
hardest part is just getting started. 
The full legislature won’t be back in 
session until the first quarter of 2017. 
Most are now fully engaged is their 

re-election campaigns. However, there 
is much preliminary work that can 
be done over the summer months 
preparing for the next floor session 
in 2017. This hard work takes place 
with the legal folks doing the bill 
drafting, sending changes back to our 
leadership team for review and input, 
eventually getting the bill ready for 
a committee public hearing. These 
same committee hearings take place 
in the state assembly and on the state 
senate side. Once these committees 
hold public meetings, changes may 
be made accordingly, they then 
schedule the bill to be voted out of 
their committee. If the vote to move 
out of committee receives a majority 
approval, the bill will then be ready 
for the full assembly and full senate 
when they come back in session. This 
is our immediate objective, getting 
approval and passage from assembly 
and senate committees as soon as 
humanly possible so we don’t get 
derailed once the new legislature 
comes back into session in 2017.                 

To repeat, this is a “call to action”. 
To change what happened to our 
program funding last July, we need 
to be proactive and forward thinking 
versus working as we are now, largely 
in a reactive role, forced because 
of the sudden elimination of our 
funding. Our program worked well 
the previous 15 + years when the 
original legislation was enacted 
and put into place. It allowed us to 
work a strategic plan that helped 
lead our ATV and UTV community to 
new heights and accomplishments 
compared to any other state. It’s now 
time to regain our footing with your 
help in delivering the message. Our 
sport plays a vital role in the economy 
of Wisconsin. We help drive tourism 
spending, as consumers we purchase 
big ticket items that generate a lot 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
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of state sales tax. The businesses 
we frequent hire lots of employees. 
Our outdoor recreation is enjoyable 
and sustainable, as long as we self-
manage our own, which is what we 
need to get back to with the safety 
enhancement / ambassador program. 

On the following pages you will find 
the history of the program and how 
it was used to start numerous clubs 
throughout Wisconsin in a very 
responsible way, at the same time 
representing our enthusiast group 
as a whole. We accomplished all this 
by improving communications with 
many different trail partner entities 
as we expanded the ATV and UTV trail 
networks. The history of the program 
is important to know as it was a 
fundamental mechanism for self-
supporting our own program. While 

WATVA never received the funds 
directly, the not-for-profit organization 
NOHVIS did and administered the 
Ride Smart Trail Ambassador program, 
which helped accomplish the WATVA 
mission.

When writing, calling, or meeting with 
your state lawmakers in person as 
well as the governor’s office, please 
be respectful and professional in your 
message, asking them to support 
the our draft bill <LRB 4936>.  Keep 
in mind the LRB number <stands 
for Legislative Reference Bureau> 
will eventually be converted to an 
Assembly Bill number <AB xxx> but 
they can track the LRB draft. If they’re 
interested in co-sponsoring the 
eventual bill, ask them to reach out to 
Representative Czaja and to so note 
their support. Hopefully Mary is re-

elected, her term is up this November 
as well. 

We are proudly known around the 
state as a proactive and professional 
group, enjoyable and willing to 
work with most anyone. Ask your 
lawmakers to join us at the September 
9th VIP Ride taking place once again at 
the Dyracuse Recreational Riding area 
in the Town of Rome. At this setting, 
we’ve asked Mary Czaja to be present 
to answer questions and engage in 
detailed dialog. Feel free to invite your 
own VIPs to join us that day. More 
information is shown elsewhere in this 
special issue. Let’s make this happen, 
we’re counting on you, just as you can 
count on us! 

Randy Harden
President 

IT’S OUR TIME TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
 
Here’s the leadership team’s heartfelt request of each and every one of you willing to make a difference:          

1) See the section entitled “How You Can Help”. Please take immediate action per those directions. If enough 
people light up the phones and/or fill the e-mail inboxes of our current state lawmakers, it makes a huge 
difference when they know you support getting our program funding re-established. After reading the section, if 
you need additional assistance, don’t hesitate to e-mail or call the WATVA home office. Tell them to support LRB 
4936.    
 
2) Similar message and request should be sent to Governor Walker via the different contact information provided. 
After all, he needs to sign the upcoming legislation once state lawmakers get it put back in place so he needs to 
hear a loud and clear message from us all. These our own ATV UTV dollars we’re talking about here, NOT general 
tax dollars. Support Represenatative Czaja’s ATV / UTV legislation, currently LRB 4936.

3) Keep spreading the word about our organization, this sport and our industry with your friends, your riding 
buddies and people you don’t even know. Be professional and respectful but don’t hesitate to showcase our 
collective clout, how ATV & UTV riders spend millions of our hard earned dollars at our local dealerships and 
related businesses riding throughout the state. Besides being a major player in the Wisconsin tourism industry, 
the dollars we generate in state taxes on all the various products we purchase which make us heavy hitters. Think 
about all the jobs that are positively impacted by our chosen form of recreation. Our ATV & UTV registration 
numbers are 330,000 + strong, growing year over year. It’s critical to get our proactive management program back 
in place because if we can’t manage ourselves, things will start heading in the wrong direction, much like they did 
20 years ago.
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HISTORY OF THE PROGRAM
Written By: Randy Harden

The Early Years
Back in the early days the sport 
had a terrible reputation, basically 
a bad image. While the initial 
state laws, rules, and regulations 
were put in place to help manage 
riders and our activities, there 
were many new problems that 
developed as our numbers literally 
exploded. I will admit, at times it 
was mind boggling figuring out 
where to start in solving so many 
different problems. If not for the 
state associations leadership team, 
there would have been few if any 
solutions to address our quickly 
emerging and ever growing sport 
and industry. 
 

Fixing Multiple Problems
So what was the answer? Certainly 
we still needed quality volunteers 
to help us solve the long term 
and growing problems our 
sport encountered. The WATVA 
leadership team was made up 
of dedicated volunteers just as it 
is today, but the reality was we 
couldn’t begin to keep pace with 
the huge work load if we were 
to properly assess our program’s 
problems, plan the solutions for 
them followed by a monitoring 
process so we could adjust as 
necessary. We came to realize 
some groups needed to work with 
ALL ATV owners and riders, not just 
the WATVA members. After all, how 
would we find solutions if we didn’t 
reach out and work with everyone? 

Our sport was one of those a 
person really loved or adamantly 
opposed. In those early days there 

wasn’t a lot of middle ground. The 
solution required a core group 
of strong leaders who were able 
to coordinate and work with our 
volunteers in order that  people 
could see their own efforts were 
making a difference. Volunteers 
want a meaningful experience 
that clearly heads the sport in 
the right direction. The long term 
answer was to figure out a way to 
financially support a small group of 
dedicated enthusiasts in a part time 
role. This would  justify taking time 
off of their full time paying jobs 
without also having to dig into their 
own pockets for their travel costs 
across our large state. We asked 
ourselves how other non-profits 
provided a core group of dedicated 
part time workers to plan, arrange, 
coordinate and follow up, making 
sure the organization’s mission, 
values and goals were able to be 
achieved. The registration dollars 
generated by us ATV owners for 
ATV trail projects was constantly 
in danger of being legally robbed 
and spent elsewhere because our 
ATV program was in such a state of 
turmoil. 

The leadership team took a look 
at all these problems and came up 
with the idea of taking some of the 
unused ATV dollars and packaged it 
in such a way that it could be applied 
for and directed to help solve many 
of these problems. We took this 
idea to the state lawmakers and the 
DNR Bureau of Law Enforcement, 
asking for partnership help to 
form a professional trail patrol 
ambassador program. By working 
together we could put a core team 

of ATV enthusiasts out across the 
state to help ease the burden of 
many of these problems the ATV 
program faced. The same core team 
could help start and direct clubs to 
get them on the right track.  We 
could recruit many additional ATV 
safety instructors while building our 
Trail Patrol program in anticipation 
of mandatory safety training we 
knew was coming. 

As we drew up the solutions for 
the many different problems the 
ATV program faced, we purposely 
designed it to outreach and 
address, meet and work with non-
ATV specific groups. We  would 
build this around a nonprofit 
conservation organization (NCO) 
that would encourage people to join 
the state association and its local 
clubs but be independent of both. 
We looked at this organization as 
possibly being a negative in some 
people’s views as we knew some 
group had to start cleaning things 
up in a professional and responsible 
way. This would become what was 
called the “Safety Enhancement 
Grant”. 

A separate NCO named the NOHVIS 
Group has been sharing the success 
of the Safety Enhancement Grant 
for 15 years. Each year the NOHVIS 
Group applied for the grant 
competing with any other NCO 
that qualified and submitted. While 
it was applied for each and every 
year, it did not name the nonprofit 
organization as any qualified 
NCO applicant could apply. It was 
administered and overseen by 
the Bureau of Law Enforcement 
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with monthly financial and activity 
reports required and submitted. The 
goals of the Safety Enhancement 
Grant certainly bolstered, and in so 
many aspects helped the maturity 
and growth of the Wisconsin ATV 
UTV Association.

There were common objectives and 
goals the Safety Enhancement Grant 
accounted for allowing objectives 
of the two non-profits (NOHVIS 
Group & WATVA) to be achieved. It 
allowed for professional part time 
assistance and travel costs. This was 
a huge assistance to the WATVA. 
The ATV and now UTV scene here 
in Wisconsin has developed into 
something other states could 
only dream about as the safety 
grant became the mechanism 
that allowed our successes to be 
developed and implemented. 

What Went Wrong?
This grant was funded entirely by 
the ATV program and utilized for 
the betterment and future of the 
ATV program. Not a single general 
purpose revenue (general tax 
dollars) was ever used. The Safety 
Enhancement Grant literally saved 
the sport and industry  the problems 
other states faced. This was a 
grant program producing great 
achievements and measurable 
work product with proven results. 
During its existence our state has 
expanded and broadened our ATV 
and UTV opportunities with  over 
12,000 miles of trail and route 
networks across Wisconsin. We’ve 
helped develop new partnerships 
and bold new working relationships 
with many different organizations 

as well as local, county, state 
and federal agencies and 
municipalities. Our club base has 
grown immensely (the sport team), 
and our ATV & UTV associated 
businesses (the industry) continues 
to expand in great numbers.  

Yet this self-generated and self-
supporting ATV safety enhancement 
grant came to a screeching halt 
in the state budget this past July. 
I have no idea why this grant was 
lumped together with 10 other 
grant programs. All were suddenly 
eliminated. This grant program had 
nothing to do with the other grants 
or the state general budget at all. 
Its sudden elimination (by way of 
a line item veto) has caused our 
statewide ATV work to be set back 
20 years. I do however, need to 
compliment the Joint Committee 
on Finance. They restored the 
safety grant at 100% after we 
explained to them how  these ATV 
dollars were being used to improve 
the registration program, the ATV 
& UTV tourism economy and the 
image of the sport with the general 
public in Wisconsin. All to no avail 
though as the very last process in 
passing the state budget resulted 
in a veto which totally eliminated 
the Safety Enhancement Grant and 
all that it provided our recreational 
sport and industry. 

Where We Are Now
Our first objective after learning 
of the budget line item vetoing to 
adjust many operations between 
and with WATVA, NOHVIS and 
our corporate partners, we put 

together a fund raiser that allowed 
us some time to reorganize, adjust 
and figure out how to survive until 
we could come up with the final 
solution for the future.

As mentioned in the other articles 
I’ve written, WATVA has been forced 
to operate pretty much the way 
it did 20 years ago. While we still 
have the positions of our regional 
coordinators, the reality is our travel 
and time allocation are extremely 
limited. While the organization 
still exists, our magazine, web site 
and social media streams are now 
largely reactive to problems that 
are put on our plate to fix. 

Under previous operations, we 
always had problems arise but we 
worked very hard with our regional 
coordinators to be on the front 
of issues and challenges. Being 
proactive is always a better way 
to accomplish positive results. 
Our safety enhancement program 
funding wsa the key resource 
that allowed us to operate in that 
professional manner.

Lets Get It Back
We can re-establish ourselves 
quickly, once we get the long 
term fix legislated back into place. 
During this past year we’ve still 
accomplished a lot, working behind 
the scenes to operate and upgrade 
our trail ambassador program. 
With your help by contacting your 
state lawmakers and the Governors 
office, we should once again be 
known for our leadership qualities 
that represent the best sport in 
Wisconsin.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
Contacting Your Lawmakers:
The best way to support our program 
is to simply contact your local 
representatives and senators! Every 
letter, phone call or e-mail represents 
support for our program. Our goal 
is to let as many lawmakers know 
about the upcoming bill to restore 
the funding. This feat can only be 
accomplished with your support.

Contacting your state 
representatives by phone 
or email is the best method 
of notification. Wisconsin 
has a web site in which you 
can locate the right contact 
information for your home. 
You can check out the web 
site in the photo on this 
page. 

Using the web site, you can 
either enter your address 
or click for a map. If you 
opt for the map, you can 
zoom around the state. 
Once you locate your home 
district, right click and it 
will bring up the contract 
information you will need.

The most effective method of showing 
your support is calling the offices 
of your representatives. You may 
not get to speak with the actual 
representative, but the staff members 
that do take the call will pass on the 
information. Aside from passing the 
information on to their representative, 
this also helps spread the word among 
everyone down in Madison of the 
upcoming bill. There are a lot of side 
conversations that happen in the halls 
and chambers of the capital, so the 
more the support we send down, the 
more everyone will hear about it.

If you’re unable to find your 

representative, please don’t hesitate 
to call the home office (920) 694-0581 
and ask for assistance. The office 
staff will be glad to assist you on 
finding the right contact information 
you need. You may also send us an 
email at info@watva.org and we will 
respond as soon as we can.

If you’re not able to respond via a 
phone call, that’s ok too! An e-mail 

will be a great benefit to us as well. 
Every contact on the web site has an 
email address listed. 

Legislative Bill 
When you do reach out and contact 
your representatives, please make 
sure to reference LRB-4936/P2. This 
document number is needed to 
lookup the specific language of the 
bill being proposed. Without this 
information, it would be difficult for 
representatives to locate and learn 
about the upcoming bill. 

Bill Time-line 
By having a LRB document, we can 
begin the long process of revisions 
and discussions before the actual 

bill is introduced. Furthermore, the 
legislature will not be session again 
until the start of 2017. With that being 
said, we do have some time to work 
on refining the language and gaining 
the support. 

Should everything go as planned, 
and the support is well received, the 
motion towards the bill becoming a 
law and being put into place should 

happen sometime in the 
first few months of 2017. 

During this past year we 
have received various 
requests on how you, our 
members, can help. Aside 
from the financial support 
we received from the 
membership, our approach 
to fixing the funding 
source in Madison was to 
take a more professional 
approach. We opted to use 
the system that has been 
in place for revising and 
updating laws. Now that 
we have ink to the paper, 
we are asking for your help 

in supporting this cause. 

Contact Governor Walker 
The last, and most important step in 
our request is contacting Governor 
Walker to let him know you support 
LRB-4936/P2. 

Ultimately he is the one who will sign 
the final bill into law, and thus he 
must also support it. The more letters 
his office receives on the matter, the 
more likelihood there is for him to 
support the bill. It is critical that you 
keep your responses professional and 
respectful. 

Visit http://walker.wi.gov/contact-us
Or call (608) 266-1212.
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CALL YOUR STATE LAWMAKER
Find the phone number at http://legis.wisconsin.gov. Let your state lawmakers 
know you support LRB-4936/2.

EMAIL / SNAIL MAIL
Find the mailing address of your state lawmakers at http://legis.wisconsin.gov. 
Write them a letter encouraging them to support LRB-4936/P2.





CONTACT GOVERNOR WALKER’S OFFICE
Visit http://walker.wi.gov/contact-us or call (608) 266-1212 and contact the 
governor’s office to express your support for LRB-4936/P2.



ELECT SUPPORTIVE CANIDATES

ELECT PRO-ATV & PRO-UTV REPRESENTATIVES
Before you head to the polls this year, check which candidates (including the 
incumbents) support ATV & UTV topics.

Z

When you head to the polls this year, make sure you’re researching where a candidate 
stands on ATV & UTV topics. A simple email or phone call to the office of the candidate 
can give you this insight towards the issues that our sport faces. Candidates such as 
Representative Mary Czaja, whom understand and fight for access rights regarding ATV’s 
and UTV’s are a great way to continue the success of our sport.
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VIP RIDE INFORMATION
The WATVA Annual VIP Ride is once 
again providing a chance for our “very 
important persons” and/or their staff 
to ride an ATV or UTV on a Wisconsin 
funded trail system and visit with 
members of our office and volunteers.

Lawmakers, their staff, agencies, 
tourism officials and other VIP’s are 
invited to the Dyracuse Recreational 
Park for this day.

Date:
The VIP ride is being held on 
September 9th, 2016.

Schedule:
The VIP ride opens at 11:00 a.m. with 
a reception and lunch meeting. We 
will start riding shortly thereafter. 
Riding opportunities throughout 
the day will be available using 
demonstration ATV’s / UTV’s by our 
industry partners. Discussions are 
held throughout the day with various 
representatives about topics of your 
choice.

Location:
This year’s VIP ride will be held at the 
Dyracuse Recreational Park located 
in the Town of Rome, WI. The park is 
about an hour and a half North West 
of Madison The park is located  at 
1047 County Road O, Nekoosa, WI.
Park Contact: Jon Sonnenberg: 715-
325-8017. 

Discussions:
The WATVA VIP Ride is a great place 
to discuss legislative objectives and 
expand your business networks with 
industry specialists from around 
the state. We encourage casual 
discussions throughout the day! 

Physical Location: 
Dyracuse Recreational Park
1047 County Road 0, Nekoosa, WI

Town of Rome, WI

What To Bring (for VIPs):
Our VIP ride is held rain or shine, and 
in the past we’ve had our share of 
rain! We suggest bringing a change of 
clothes in case you encounter some 
mud on the trails. If you have your 
own helmet, please feel free to bring 
that along with any other gear of your 
choosing. If you don’t have any safety 
gear don’t worry, we have a large 
selection of helmets, goggles and 
gloves for everyone.

What To Bring (for everyone else):
You’re always welcome to ride with 
our VIP groups! Bring your own 
machine and ride along for a fun filled 
day of riding and discussions. For the 
event, we do require a specific set of 
safety gear. Rides are also sent out in 
groups with trail ambassadors leading 
and sweeping the groups. 

Safety Course Information:
Wisconsin has mandatory safety 
education for anyone riding a public 
trail. The requirement for this 
certification is:

Anyone who is at least 12 years old 
and anyone born on or after January 
1, 1988. These ATV operators must 
carry their safety certification card 
and they must display it to law 
enforcement officers when requested. 

Exception: 
In 2013, the Wisconsin ATV 
Association helped pass legislation 
to exempt the mandatory safety 
education rule during an organized 
demonstration ride. The VIP 
falls under this type of event so 
participants do not need to have any 
ATV safety certificate.

A brief introductory safety course will 
be conducted on site for those that do 
not know how to ride. This is not the 
same DNR safety course mentioned 
above.

What To Wear:
Our VIP ride / appreciation ride 
requires the following minimum 
safety gear to ride:

• Helmet with eye protection
• Gloves
• Long pants
• Boots / Shoes (no sandals) 

Helmets and eye protection will be 
provided to those that need it. 

Register:
To register for the WATVA VIP ride 
please visit our web site, 
www.watva.org and click on VIP Ride 
on the right side of the page. You can 
also email info@watva.org with the 
names of the representative and staff 
attending, club member names or 
WATVA member name. You can call 
our office at (920) 694-0583 or write 
us at:

Wisconsin ATV Association Inc.
1539 N. 33rd Place, Suite A

Sheboygan, WI 53081
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LOCATION INFO
DYRACUSE PARK

RSVP PLEASE
Call  920-694-0583 to reserve your spot. You can also register online at 

www.watva.org.

MEAL INFORMATION
The Town of Rome is providing a complementary lunch for the event. Expect some of the 

tastiest hamburgers, brats and sides we have to offer!

QUESTIONS? COMMENTS?
Feel free to contact the Wisconsin ATV / UTV Association with questions or concerns 

regarding the lodging and meals. info@watva.org or (920) 694-0583.




M
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TRAIL AMBASSADOR
The Trail Ambassadors are a visible presence on the trail systems. This presence sends a powerful message to 

all of the users, as well as the land managers and local citizens that are connected to the trail system. 

The trail ambassadors focuses on the following items:

• Assistance to stranded or lost riders

• Law and ordinance compliance

• Safety concerns regarding trail conditions

• Trail sign issues

• GPS mapping services

• A presence of volunteers that are dedicated to a positive image of their sport

Our trail ambassadors are trained to not only be a watchful eye for the items listed above, but to be an 

ambassador of the sport. We pride our trail patrol services on lending a helpful hand to anyone that needs 

assistance. 

The volunteers from local clubs or regional volunteers are proven to be an asset to communities that are 

seeking to open new access routes or trails within their community. Having a dedicated group of volunteers 

that commit to patrolling the trails and routes offer an established form of responsibility to local land 

managers.

Working with local law enforcement is also part of our trail patrol operations. Ambassadors are trained to 

contact our communications center or the local law enforcement agency should the need arise.

An enhanced version of the trail ambassador program is being developed to better serve our sport. While we 

don’t have an estimated date, testing is underway for the program.
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TRAIL AMBASSADOR
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1539 N. 33RD PLACE, SUITE A, SHEBOYGAN WI 53081
WWW.WATVA.ORG    INFO@WATVA.ORG    920-694-0583

   watva.org   920-694-0583

DOES YOUR CLUB NEED PROFESSIONAL LOOKING PRINTED PIECES, LIKE THIS AGENDA?
The Wisconsin ATV / UTV Association can assist your club in printing agendas, flyer’s, booklets, maps, calendars, raffle tickets, etc. Give us a call at 

920-694-0583 to learn how we can help your club!


